Meet Susan Tyler

For the past 32 years, Susan Tyder has operared Ruby'’s Beauty Shog; 2 small
sabon anached o ber Family home in Pawdeys [shnd, stared by her meothier,
Buby, in 1961, Mesz of the time, Susan lives alone. Her only daugheer is mar-
ried and lives in the Columbia area with her hushand and owo children. Bur,
occasionally, an unfamiliar face will ke up residence for 2 week, or a moneh,
o sometimes even longer. Susan, guided by her strong Chrisdan figh, bas
made jal ministry her calling and the women she ministers 1o her family. She
sk warks with a non-profit called Manthals House, a non-profit organization
dedicated to helping women who have been incarcerated become productive
and bead meandighul lives. She and the other board members are currently
working w fid lasd i a neal anc chas would offer sife rransitional housing
and provide a gareway to spirinial, emotional and educarional suceess and pro-
ductivity for women being released from jail,

Hoar did Martha's Hoose get started?

Jail pninistries have been a part of our communisy for many years, bus my
imvalvement cume after my own personal mansformation. After years of deny-
ing that my addiction 1o drgs and aloobol was a problem, | found mysdf
lying 1o everyune | loved and at the end of my rope. Finding God gave me
the serenggh wo give it all up, and filled my life with peace and joy. lr was ruly
a miracle. | heard abous jail minisery in church and sonschow it resonated
with ene. After | sarted visiting the Georproown County Jail and got 1o know
saime af the iivmates, [ soon barmed that the jail is a revalving doos, Many of
the wamen are afeald o get cut because they know the only place they can go
is back to the sume sination the brought them there in the first place, Ifs a

Livtle by little, I met others involved in this ministry, and five years ago
we formed Martha's House. 5o far, we've ralsed $60,000, and we're loak-
Ing For a haeme in 2 sechuded rural area w protec our residents. We have
an aceount called “New Beginnings” thar provides imesediate help by
placing women In other homes cutside of our arca, as well as paying for
things like dental work and even helping with rens. We are also privilege:
to work with the Inmate Fellowship Angel Tree ar Christmas to help
collect toys for the children and give ther Mew Testamene Bibles and
Christmas story books from Martha’s House,
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gram that peovides counseling for drug and aloohol addicrions, counseling for
the resident’s children, parenting dasses, life skills classes and help gening =1
least a GED diploma and, of course, a job.

Where did you get the name Martha'’s House]

Mot of us who began Mantha's House had ministered 1w a wery special woman
at Csenrgetewn Detention Center, In her mid-thirties she was quict and swees,
bur had a serous alcobol prablem, She reccived a disshilliny check due 1o 2
slight mental handicap and unformunasely was somerimes taken advantage of
by family and friends. Thesefore, Martha found the jail 1o be a bener home
and her fellow inmates a move hoving Family. Seriously ill, Martha's health
began to deteriorate, and she was promised 2 visit with her children bur it
mever tok place. She chen seerned to give up on life and died alone in the hos-
pital sl an inmate, It was 2 devastating blow w me and all whe worked with
her. IF Mastha had been given a loving and supportive place to go on the many
oecasions when she was released, things may have wmed out differendy,

How can our readers get involwed!
Anyone interested in gerting involved can call me ae 843-237-4227 or visit
wwwmarthashoussne.comm.
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